Freshman Seminar Syllabus 2008

Course Title:
The Image of Arabs in the Western Media.

Instructor: 

Magda El-Sherbini, Associate Professor, OSU Libraries

Office: 

610 Akerman Rd. Room 5779




Columbus Ohio 43201-4500

Office hours:

By appointment 

Office phone: 
614-247-7456 

Fax:


614-292-7859

e-mail:


 el-sherbini.1@osu.edu 

Course Credits:
2

Course Description:

Cultural stereotypes tend to dominate the way we perceive the Arabs and they view us.  In this course, students will study how the west perceives the Middle East and explore ways in which civilizations and individuals encounter each other outside the mainstream media.

Students will explore how cultural stereotypes are formed, how the current military conflicts shape the popular view of society and how individuals, cultural institutions and non-governmental organizations (NGO's) can work to foster inter-cultural understanding and cooperation.

Objectives of the course:

By the end of seminar, students will be able to:

· Understand how western media present Arabs.

· Explore the role of universities, cultural exchanges, and other institutions in shaping our image of the other cultures.

· Learn to use research tools and techniques to explore the issues covered in the seminar.
Readings and resources:

The U.S. Media and the Middle East: Image and Perception. Edited by Yahya R. Kemalipour; foreword by George Gerbner. Westport, Conn.: Praeger, 1997.

Linda Khatib. Filming the Modern Middle East: Politics in the Cinemas of Hollywood and the Arab World. London; New York: I.B. Tauris; New York: Distributed in the United States by Palgrave Macmillan, 2006
Arabs in Film and Television: A bibliography of Materials in the UC Berkeley Library
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/arabbib.html
Course Policies

Attendance is mandatory. Students will have short research assignments for each class – the research assignments are to be completed before the class meets. Class will be run as a combination of short lectures and a seminar discussion – students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the major ideas presented in readings and lectures.

Class Participation: Due to the seminar format of the course, active participation through discussion and dialogue with peers and the professor is vital. The professor expects all students to come prepared to engage in class discussions by having actively researched their topics prior to class. Students will also demonstrate active participation in the course by participating in discussion and completing their assignments each week’s topic. 
Grading: 

40%  
Class presentation: Students will do a 5-7 minute oral presentation in weeks 7 through 9. Students will select a research topic and will prepare a presentation on this topic. Students are allow to use any tools such as PowerPoint to give their presentation

40%  
A 5-page paper based on the presentation will be submitted on week 10. The paper will include a bibliography of resources used for the presentation.

20% 
Reading assignments and class participation.

Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or

establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; Illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 33355487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services

Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at 614-292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. Or visit the Internet address of this office at http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu for more information.

Weekly Schedule 

Week 1
Course introduction.
Introduce the course objectives, assignments, readings, online web resources, and general introduction to the subject “Middle East and Western society”. Discuss research tools and strategies in preparation for the assignment.

Assignment: The Arabs and the West. Princeton, N.J.: Films for the Humanities & Sciences, 1997. (OhioLink Media Center)
Discussion 
Week 2
Are they all terrorist?

This week we will discuss how cultural stereotypes are formed by the mass media and how images of conflict and how they help to feed the stereotypes. 

Assignment: The Arabs: Who they are, who they are not. Princeton, N.J.: Films for the Humanities & Sciences, 1997. (OhioLink Media Center)



Discussion

Week 3
Is there life after Iraq and Palestine?  

This week we will explore other sources of cultural views that go beyond conflicts and wars. Is there any media coverage that is not about war or terrorists?

Assignment: Arabs and the Media.

http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/sfischo/Arabs.html
Discussion

Week 4
Arabs in the American entertainment.
This week we will discuss how Western media presents Arabs.

Assignment: The Portrayal of Arabs in American Media.



http://iml.jou.ufl.edu/projects/Spring01/Chebli/frames.htm
Week 5
Are there person-to-person contacts?
This week we will explore how individuals, cultural institutions and Non-governmental organizations (NGO's) can work to foster intercultural understanding and cooperation and promote understanding and cooperation between Americans and the people of the Middle East and North Africa through education, information, and development assistance programs.

Assignment: America-Middle East Education and Training Services, Inc. (AMIDEAST)

http://www.amideast.org/
Azizah al-Hibri on Interfaith Dialogue. Princeton, N.J.: Films for the Humanities & Sciences, c2003, 2002 (OhioLink Media Center)



Discussion
Week 6
Arabs and the West: differences and similarities. (Part I)

This week we will discuss the values and beliefs of Arabs and compare them to those of the West.

Assignment: Margaret K. Nydell. Understanding Arabs: A Guide for Modern Times. Yarmouth, ME: Intercultural Press, 2006.



Discussion

Week 7
Arabs and the West: differences and similarities. (Part II)

Assignment: The Arab World. Video-recording. Princeton, NJ: Films for the Humanities, 1997. 



Discussion
Week 8
Role of universities in changing the Arab images in the West.

This week we will discuss how the American Universities are changing the image of Arab in schools and universities.

Assignment: Lori Tritz. NEH Summer Institute for Teachers. The Arab World and the West. Changing American Teens Images of the Arab World: A History of Cultural Encounters. University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Summer, 2002.

http://www.umich.edu/~iinet/worldreach/assets/pdf/neh-units/Tritz.pdf


Discussion

Week 9
What have we learned about the image of Arabs in the West?  

This week students will start presenting their papers.



Assignment:  Students discussion

Week 10
What have we learned…?
Students will continue presenting their papers.  

· Paper presentation

· Course conclusion and baklava party

Biographical Information for Magda El-Sherbini

Magda El-Sherbini is an Associate Professor at the Main Library at OSU.  She is the author of numerous articles on information resources, and Islamic Studies.  Former President of the Middle East Librarians Association, El-Sherbini is an adjunct faculty member in the Kent State University School of Library and Information Science.  She has offered seminars and lectures at national and international conferences. 

